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Executions—1930 to
1979

Executions in Florida and Nevada marked
the second and third times that the death
penalty has been carried out in the United
States since 1967. The last execution prior
to 1979 was in Utah in 1977. That penalty
broke a 10-year moratorium during which
executions were suspended while numer-
ous legal challenges to death penalty
statutes were pursued at various court
levels.

The two executions carried out in 1979
brought to 3,862 the number conducted
under civil authority in the United States
since national reporting: began in 1930
(Figure 8).12 Of this total, 3,829 were
carried out by 42 States and the District of
Columbia, and the remaining 33 took
place under Federal jurisdiction.!3

Majority were black

During this period of half a century, 54
percent of the individuals executed were
blacks, 45 percent were whites, and |
percent were members of other races. The
42 members of the latter group included
American Indians (19), Filipinos (13),
Chinese (8), and Japanese (2). A total of
32 women were put to death, including
two by Federal authorities.

Most took place in the South

Some three-fifths of the executions over
the 1930-79 period took place in the
South. The largest single number—more
than 9 percent of the national total—were
carried out in Georgia (Figure 9). The vast
majority of executions were for murder,
with blacks accounting for 49 percent of
the total put to death for that crime. While
only 12 percent of the executions were for
rape, almost nine-tenths of all prisoners
put to death for that crime were black
(Figure 10). Except for 10 executions in
Missouri and 2 under Federal jurisdiction,
all executions for rape took place under
the jurisdiction of Southern States.

About half the laws
required electrocution

Of the 37 States that had capital punish-
ment laws in effect as of December 31,
1979, 18 provided for death by electrocu-

2During this period, the U.S. Army (including the
Air Force) carried out 160 executions— 148 from 1942
to 1950; 3 each in 1954, 1955, and 1957; and | each in
1958, 1959, and 1961. Of the total, 106 were for
murder (including 21 involving rape); 53 were for
rape; and 1 for desertion. The U.S. Navy has executed
no one since 1849.

3No executions have taken place in Maine,
Michigan, Minnesota, North Dakota, Rhode Island,
and Wisconsin since 1930. Alaska and Hawaii have
had no executions since attaining statehood.
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tion."* Among the remainder, the follow-
ing 10 had statutes stipulating execution
by lethal gas: Arizona, California, Colora-
do, Maryland, Mississippi, Missouri,
Nevada, North Carolina, Oregon, and
Wyoming. Hanging was the method of
execution in four States (Delaware,
Montana, New Hampshire, and Washing-
ton) and lethal injection in four (Idaho,
New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas); the
method of execution by injection was
introduced relatively recently.

One State—Utah—permitted the inmate
the choice of death by hanging or firing
squad. For inmates sentenced to death
under Federal law, the method of execu-
tion was governed by the law of the State
in which the punishment was to be carried
out.

14Jurisdictions having capital punishment laws are
identified in the appendix immediately following this
section.





